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Message from the Chair

Well, after a bit of tions to Associate Profes-as a member of the Geolo
a hiatus, the newsletter issor, with tenure, and Paulgy faculty, Chris Suczek
back. It is a bit difficult to Thomas was promoted toretired, was honored by th
know where to start to getSenior Instructor in 2015. Faculty Senate, and was
you all caught up, and in We have also had subsequently appointed
the process of .readlng th'%’everal newcomers join ﬂférofgssor Emerita of Ge_zol
perhaps you will under- staff of the department ogy in 2014. Sadly, Chris
stand in part why we had Fheresa Tripp has taken succumbed to cancer, and
break in our publication. departed us all shortly aftef.
Dave Hirsch resigned fro
the faculty in Sept 2014 to
pursue other activities. In
2015, Scott Linneman be-
came Director of the
WWU Honors Program

Dr. Bernard (Bernie) Housen OYer. the_ Oﬁ.:lce duties .Of
Professor and Chair, Geology Let d0s b e icknCritetilotv followirg e
people who have joined theer retirement. Ben Paul-
department. We have hiresbn was hired to take ove
five new faculty during thehe responsibilities of
last four years. Brady Foré&eorge Mustoe after his
man (sedimentologist) andetirement. Continuing a i o
Melissa Rice (planetary g¢heme, this year we hired Wh'l? still with us as facufty
ologist) joined us in 2014.Kate Blizzard to take overthIS |mport_an.t work.tak.es
Sean Mulcahy management of the GeoloP the_ majority of his tlme.
(metamorphic petrologist)gy office following Chris For t_h'_s yegralthough witly
joined the departmentin Sutt ondés r e ta@lnpnéstﬁqtéoH ?n? carg
2015, and Robyn Dahl  Rusk, our staff IGRIS never be surdackie
(paleontology and scienceexpert, resigned his posi- CaplgnAuerbach ha§ bee
ep%%itor}\) féoi_,ged the de- tion- so this year we are gzr;?]'rgfggz i)sjch:(?;ewill
partment this year (2017) fortunate to have hired Ni- _
now have one foot in the
administrative world, and
one foot remaining here in
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BAIAGEE AYF 3 §:5nal(y,2wepil_rep 4 stable cole McGowan to serve
G212 YI LJAH isotope geochemist, Camitwir laseablation ICRMS

Ponton, who will join us inoperations. _
the department. Looking

Fall 2018. All of these ex- In addition to the  gnead, this year will be
cellent faculty bring quite g« ratirements and depaF-h or Hansens
lot of talent and hard Worliuresjust mentioned, We pefore he joins the ranks|d
to our progrgm, and ha_vehave had anumberofdey he retired
been (and will be) n.]akmgpaftheS of our faculty. Fokearching for a new facuI't
some very positive 'mpacﬁ%wing 30 years as a meMnember in early 2018
: 3 | to the success of our stu- ber of the Geology faculty, '
a2NyAy3a |0 5Adénssyandvour program. Dave Engebretson retired
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5T GKS Hnmr 22 D%o‘ﬁn Amos ?ZE)laG)and was subsequently gpi:essfulfor the past three

t 23 .
CASER /I YLH ahq Pete %telﬁng ?2017) !oomted Profess.or Emerlt%ars’ we have graduated
gained wekkarned promo-in 2014. Following 37 yeaffore than 60 students eacd

Our program has
femained vibrant and suc-
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year, and maintained 1@ majors during this time. Our students have been doing quaadwdspite pro-

gram growth, wedve managed resources to enabl a
the past few years. We have also been engaged in variably successful efforts to plan for new, or vastly jmprove
space for the department. Reading over the abdve,
chair, but I am looking forward towards a glorious future (or at the very least, maybe a sabbatical?).
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Chris Suczek Memorial Scholarship

To honor the memory of The Fund may be used to pay any costs related to
Dr. Christopher Anne Suczek, educational expenses, including, but not limited to,
a scholarship fund was established by Thor Hansetuition, books, materials, supplies, etc.

in 2016. Following her retirement in March 2014,
Chris was appointed to the rank of Professor
Emerita of Geology. Chris was hired as an Assista
Professor in the Geology Department in 1977. Shed ¢ 6 ® 6 & dzo Sot cheeks ©an be made payable
was promoted to Associate Professor in 1982, andywwu Foundation wittfhe Chris Suczek Memorial

to Professor in 2011. Chris was an accomplished . . .

sedimentologist and stratigrapher, and her work onScholarship noted in the memo lin@and sent to the:
utilization of sandstone petrography to decipher 2 2! C2dz/y Rl a2y

ancient tectonic environments was a pioneering, and oA A
lasting, contribution to the geosciences. In addition” 'Y'C PAIK {UNBSUZ af dnon
to her own research, Chris has long served asaval-St t Ay 3IKFYZ 21 dyHHp

uable member of our graduate faculty, supervising

25 theses and serving on over 50 MS thesis commit-

tees. Her commitment to quality education is re-

flected in the lonrterm legacy of accomplished un-

dergraduate and graduate students who have com-

pleted degrees through the WWU Geology Depart-

ment. Most importantly, she was a consistent, sup-

porting, and demanding mentor for female students

and faculty at WWU. During her time at WWU,

Chris has also accomplished a truly impressive array

of service activitieamong them 20 years as a

member of the Faculty Senate, and two terms as

Faculty Senate President. One would be hard

pressed to find another member of our faculty with

a similar record of service activities. Chris has also

served as Chair of the WWU Geology Department

during backo-back terms from 1990 to 1996, guid-

ing our department very ably during some difficult

budget and resource situations. In recognition of

her 37 years of continuous service as a member of

the WWU faculty, her excellence in teaching, re-

search, and service,.

rI]Z%onations to the scholarship may be made online a:

Fund Purpose:

The purpose of this scholarship (Fund) is to pro-
vide support for graduate students in the Geology
Department. Whenever possible, preference will be
made to applicants who are in the following fields:
paleontology, sedimentology, or stratigraphy.
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