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Western Washington Universityð Geology Department 

Dr. Bernard (Bernie) Housen 
Professor and Chair, Geology 

 

Well, after a bit of 

a hiatus, the newsletter is 

back. It is a bit difficult to 

know where to start to get 

you all caught up, and in 

the process of reading this, 

perhaps you will under-

stand in part why we had a 

break in our publication.  

Letõs begin with the 

people who have joined the 

department. We have hired 

five new faculty during the 

last four years. Brady Fore-

man (sedimentologist) and 

Melissa Rice (planetary ge-

ologist) joined us in 2014. 

Sean Mulcahy 

(metamorphic petrologist) 

joined the department in 

2015, and Robyn Dahl 

(paleontology and science 

education) joined the de-

partment this year (2017). 

Finally, we hired a stable 

isotope geochemist, Camilo 

Ponton, who will join us in 

Fall 2018. All of these ex-

cellent faculty bring quite a 

lot of talent and hard work 

to our program, and have 

been (and will be) making 

some very positive impacts 

to the success of our stu-

dents and our program.  

Colin Amos (2016) 

and Pete Stelling (2017) 

gained well-earned promo-

tions to Associate Profes-

sor, with tenure, and Paul 

Thomas was promoted to 

Senior Instructor in 2015.  

We have also had 

several newcomers join the 

staff of the department- 

Theresa Tripp has taken 

over the office duties of 

Vicki Critchlow following 

her retirement. Ben Paul-

son was hired to take over 

the responsibilities of 

George Mustoe after his 

retirement. Continuing a 

theme, this year we hired 

Kate Blizzard to take over 

management of the Geolo-

gy office following Chris 

Suttonõs retirement. Brian 

Rusk, our staff ICP-MS 

expert, resigned his posi-

tion- so this year we are 

fortunate to have hired Ni-

cole McGowan to serve 

our laser-ablation ICP-MS 

operations.  

In addition to the 

staff retirements and depar-

tures just mentioned, we 

have had a number of de-

partures of our faculty. Fol-

lowing 30 years as a mem-

ber of the Geology faculty, 

Dave Engebretson retired, 

and was subsequently ap-

pointed Professor Emeritus 

in 2014. Following 37 years 

as a member of the Geolo-

gy faculty, Chris Suczek 

retired, was honored by the 

Faculty Senate, and was 

subsequently appointed 

Professor Emerita of Geol-

ogy in 2014. Sadly, Chris 

succumbed to cancer, and 

departed us all shortly after. 

Dave Hirsch resigned from 

the faculty in Sept 2014 to 

pursue other activities. In 

2015, Scott Linneman be-

came Director of the 

WWU Honors Program- 

while still with us as faculty, 

this important work takes 

up the majority of his time. 

For this year- although with 

administration one can 

never be sure- Jackie 

Caplan-Auerbach has been 

appointed as Associate 

Dean of CSE- so Jackie will 

now have one foot in the 

administrative world, and 

one foot remaining here in 

the department. Looking 

ahead, this year will be 

Thor Hansenõs last year 

before he joins the ranks of 

the retired, and weõll be 

searching for a new faculty 

member in early 2018. 

Our program has 

remained vibrant and suc-

cessful- for the past three 

years, we have graduated 

more than 60 students each 

5ǊƻƴŜ 5ŀȅ ƛƴ !ǇǇƭƛŜŘ 

DŜƻǇƘȅǎƛŎǎς ǳǎƛƴƎ 

ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ 
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CƛŜƭŘ /ŀƳǇΗ 
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year, and maintained 170-200 majors during this time. Our students have been doing quite well- and despite pro-

gram growth, weõve managed resources to enable a steady decrease in time to degree for our undergraduates over 

the past few years. We have also been engaged in variably successful efforts to plan for new, or vastly improved, 

space for the department. Reading over the above, Iõll just say that it has been a busy and very challenging time as 

chair, but I am looking forward towards a glorious future (or at the very least, maybe a sabbatical?). 

ό.ŜǊƴƛŜ IƻǳǎŜΣ /ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀƎŜ нύ 

Western Washington Universityð Geology Department 
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Western Washington Universityð Geology Department 

Chris Suczek Memorial Scholarship 

To honor the memory of  
Dr. Christopher Anne Suczek,  
a scholarship fund was established by Thor Hansen 
in 2016. Following her retirement in March 2014, 
Chris was appointed to the rank of Professor 
Emerita of Geology. Chris was hired as an Assistant 
Professor in the Geology Department in 1977. She 
was promoted to Associate Professor in 1982, and 
to Professor in 2011. Chris was an accomplished 
sedimentologist and stratigrapher, and her work on 
utilization of sandstone petrography to decipher 
ancient tectonic environments was a pioneering, and 
lasting, contribution to the geosciences. In addition 
to her own research, Chris has long served as a val-
uable member of our graduate faculty, supervising 
25 theses and serving on over 50 MS thesis commit-
tees. Her commitment to quality education is re-
flected in the long-term legacy of accomplished un-
dergraduate and graduate students who have com-
pleted degrees through the WWU Geology Depart-
ment. Most importantly, she was a consistent, sup-
porting, and demanding mentor for female students 
and faculty at WWU. During her time at WWU, 
Chris has also accomplished a truly impressive array 
of service activities- among them 20 years as a 
member of the Faculty Senate, and two terms as 
Faculty Senate President. One would be hard 
pressed to find another member of our faculty with 
a similar record of service activities. Chris has also 
served as Chair of the WWU Geology Department 
during back-to-back terms from 1990 to 1996, guid-
ing our department very ably during some difficult 
budget and resource situations. In recognition of 
her 37 years of continuous service as a member of 
the WWU faculty, her excellence in teaching, re-
search, and service,. 
 
 
Fund Purpose:  
The purpose of this scholarship (Fund) is to pro-
vide support for graduate students in the Geology 
Department.  Whenever possible, preference will be 
made to applicants who are in the following fields: 
paleontology, sedimentology, or stratigraphy. 

The Fund may be used to pay any costs related to 
educational expenses, including, but not limited to, 
tuition, books, materials, supplies, etc. 

 

Donations to the scholarship may be made online at: 

ǿǿǿΦǿǿǳΦŜŘǳκƎƛǾŜ  or checks can be made payable to 

WWU Foundation with The Chris Suczek Memorial 

Scholarship noted in the memo line and sent to the:  

²²¦ CƻǳƴŘŀǝƻƴ  

рмс IƛƎƘ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ a{ флоп  

.ŜƭƭƛƴƎƘŀƳΣ ²! фуннр  
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